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Keep your burdens for the daytime
A young lady confidently walked around the room with a raised glass of water 
while leading a seminar on stress management. Everyone knew she was going to 
ask the ultimate question, ‘Half empty or half full?’ She fooled them. ‘How heavy 
is this glass of water?’ she enquired with a smile. She replied, ‘The absolute weight 
doesn’t matter. It depends on how long I hold it. If I hold it for a minute, that’s not 
a problem. If I hold it for an hour, I’ll have an ache in my right arm. In each case 
it’s the same weight, but the longer I hold it, the heavier it becomes’.
And that’s the way it is with stress. If we carry our burdens all the time, sooner 
or later, we won’t be able to carry on. So, as early in the evening as you can, put 
all your burdens down. Don’t carry them through the evening and into the night. 
Pick them up again tomorrow if you must.
 

And remember:
Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them.
Drive carefully... It’s not only cars that can be recalled by their Maker.

If you can’t be kind, at least have the decency to be vague.
Never buy a car you can’t push.
Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time, then you won’t have a leg to 
stand on.
Nobody cares if you can’t dance well. Just get up and dance.

When everything’s coming your way, you’re in the wrong lane.
Birthdays are good for you. The more you have, the longer you live.
We could learn a lot from crayons. Some are sharp, some are pretty and some are 
dull. Some have weird names and all are different colours, but they all have to live 
in the same box.

A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the scenery on a detour.

Save the earth ... It’s the only planet with chocolate!    Charlie O’Neill

Worry does not empty tomorrow of sorrow; but it empties today of strength.  
Corrie Ten Boom

Wisdom is choosing to do now what you will be happy with later on.
Joyce Meyer
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Gates & Railings
Wrought Ironwork

• Handrails 
• Balustrades
• Rose Arches
• Pergolas
• Curtain Poles
• House Signs

• Weather Vanes etc
• Gate Automation
• Blacksmithing
• Repairs
• Free Estimates
• Delivery & Fitting

North Heath Farm
Gay Street Lane

Pulborough
RH20 2HW

01798 875474 • 07790 583201
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BARN HOUSE LODGE
Bed and Breakfast

Spacious Rooms with views to 
South Downs.

Parking, Non-smoking House

www.barnhouselodge.co.uk
sue@barnhouselodge.co.uk

Sue Harvey-Jones
Tel./Fax: 01798 872682

Barn House Lane
Pulborough

West Sussex
RH20 2BS

GUEST
ACCOMMODATION

Barn House Lodge QTR.qxd  18/11/2008  20:25  Page 1

Pulborough
Osteopathic
C L I N I C

R E G I S T E R E D O S T E O P AT H

Membe r o f t h e S t a t u t o r y R e g i s t e r o f O s t e o p a t h s

Tel: (01798) 874736
Fax: (01798) 875989

Mob: 07808 571991
rsadler@pulboroughosteo.co.uk
www.pulboroughosteo.co.uk

Neck and back pain / stiffness

Postural tension, workstrain & sports injuries

All joint and muscular pain / stiffness

Sciatica and migranes

For an appointment :

For the treatment of :

Robert Sadler BSc (Hons) Ost
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Parish Letter
Dear Friends,
I am somewhat reluctant to wish you all a happy New Year as, in the circumstanc-
es, it might sound a little hollow. As we begin 2021 things are far from ‘happy’ as 
we are witnessing spiralling infection rates, large numbers of deaths due to the 
Coronavirus and tighter restrictions imposed on all of us.  The year is certainly 
not starting as we would have wished with the problems caused by the pandemic 
behind us!

We naturally plan ahead with some kind of ordered routine, clear schedules and 
recognised limits of space and time.  However, the virus doesn’t of course fit in 
with our proposed timetables.  So we begin the year not being clear about what 
we can hope for, what arrangements and plans we can make and when we might 
resume some of our much-loved pastimes and activities.

The start of this year reminds us of the realisation that we are not ultimately in 
control of so many things and therefore we need to co-operate with others to 
meet the needs of these challenging times. We also have to recognise how far we 
depend on the resources of our environment maintaining a great respect and 
appreciation for the interconnectedness of the natural world around us.

The great achievements of science have given us the possibility of the way out 
of this pandemic with the rollout of the vaccines.  We also need to embrace that 
hope of which this is a sign that better times are ahead.

In the Bible we learn that hope is one of those things which has an eternal quality 
and to live hopefully is to have a life-giving outlook on the world.  For Christians, 
Jesus is the basis for this sense of hopefulness as He teaches us and reveals to us 
the truth that we should not fear.  As the scriptures declare, “perfect love casts out 
fear”.

As there is no fear in love let us, despite the present challenges, try to be evermore 
loving in all our relationships in 2021.  This will reduce the possibility that we will 
have something to fear but can remain hopeful through it all.

May God bless us all this year as we truly look forward to what we must hope for!

With my prayers and best wishes,
Fr. Paul (Rector of St. Mary’s Pulborough)
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Public worship at St. Mary’s Church

Although communal worship is still permissible, in the light of the 
government’s announcement on a national lockdown and in the interests of 
safety, we have reluctantly decided to suspend public worship for the time 
being.  This will be continually reviewed in line with our assesments of the 
risks involved. Please keep a regular eye on our website.

However, we will be resuming our recording of the Sunday liturgy for 
people to view via the church website, alongside a downloadable service 
booklet. www.stmaryspulborough.org.uk

The Pulborough Star would normally be taken down for Twelfth Night but 
this year is “different”. It will be lit for an hour every evening until 
Candlemas 2nd Febuary to shine out as a symbol of hope.”
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Gold, Frankinsence and Myrrh
The story of the coming of the Magi grew in the telling. By the 6th century 
they had acquired names: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. By medieval 
times they were considered to be kings. Whoever they were, we do know 
from Matthew that they brought three gifts to Jesus.

What about their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh? While we cannot 
know for sure what was in the minds of first century Magi, one Victorian 
scholar has offered a possible explanation as to the significance of their 
gifts. He was the Rev John Henry Hopkins, an American Episcopalian min-
ister, who in 1857 wrote his much-loved Christmas carol, ‘We Three Kings 
of Orient Are’.

Gold, said John Henry Hopkins, was a gift that would have been given 
to a king. Frankincense had traditionally been brought by priests as they 
worshipped God in the Temple. Myrrh was a spice that the ancients used in 
preparing bodies for burial.

If that is true, then you could say that the Wise Men, in choosing their gifts 
for this infant, honoured Jesus with gold because He was King of the Jews, 
with frankincense because He was to be worshipped as divine, and with 
myrrh, because He would also become a sacrifice and die for His people.

The Wise Men were the very first gentiles ever to worship Jesus. What 
faith they had!  They travelled for months over difficult terrain, they never 
saw any evidence of Jesus’ kingship, His divinity or His sacrificial death. 
They worshipped Him through faith in God’s promises about Him. Isaiah 
foresaw this response to Jesus: ‘Nations will come to your light, and kings 
to the brightness of your dawn.’ The Magi’s eyes of faith saw clearly and far 
into the future.

Compare that with the High Priest and religious leaders whom the Wise 
Men saw in Jerusalem when they first arrived. These head priests knew all 
about the prophecies of their own coming Messiah, but NOT ONE Jewish 
religious leader travelled to look for Him in Bethlehem. And it is only six 
miles down the road!
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FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

24 Hour Service
Private Chapel od Rest

Monumental Stones supplied
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available

The Gables, Tillington, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 9AB

Telephone: 01798 342174 | Fax: 01798 342224

Email: wbryderandsons@hotmail.com

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE & ADVICE CALL:
01243 814854 or 07774 012 961

Email: barneslogs@gmail.com

• Crown Reduction
• Canopies Raised
• Deadwooding
• Pollarding
• Fruit Trees
• Pruning
• Felling

• Hedges Trimmed
   and Reduces

• Stump Grinding
• Landscaping
• Fencing & Tur�ng
• Seeding
• Paving & Patios

Skilled in all aspects of Tree & Garden Care

Logs Supplied
Hardwood & Seasoned

quali�ed
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Overcoming disappointment

‘We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.’ 
(Martin Luther King, Jr).

During this current pandemic, one of the dominant emotions is disap-
pointment. It comes out of our expectations of life, even as people of faith. 
The life story that we adopt for ourselves is that life should be long and 
healthy; we can become anything we want, and we have perfect families, 
homes, holidays and retirement! No wonder we’re disappointed when 
things don’t work out like this, especially during the pandemic.

Jesus tells the story of a wealthy farmer, living the good life (Luke: 12:13-
21), when God says: ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded 
from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ It’s 
a very modern story, as this farmer’s expectations of the future took no 
account of death or God. Like death, there are unexpected moments that 
interrupt our life story, including illness, redundancy, divorce, or the pan-
demic.

If we pay more attention to how Covid upsets us, we can discern where we 
have set our hearts. What life story are we really living for? What are our 
expectations for work, family and friends, health, God or church?

At the end of His parable, Jesus offers this challenge: ‘This is how it will be 
with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.’ 
(21). At the beginning of a New Year, are we ready to align our story more 
to God’s story for us? Reflect on Jesus’ parable, asking how God can be at 
the heart of our life story.

What words would we like to see written on our gravestone when we die, 
describing the way that we’ve lived our life? With God’s help, those words 
can reflect our life today!

Canon Paul Hardingham
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St. Mary’s Churchyard
 After many years service our churchyard maintenance contractor has de-
cided to take a rest.  It was 2005 when Pauline Messenger and Sandra Ellis 
working together  as Top to Toe Garden Maintenance agreed to look after 
the graveyard for us following the retirement of the previous grasscutter.  
More recently Neil, Sandra’s husband has continued the work and kept the 
churchyard in tip-top condition  
 
We feel really lucky to have had the benefit of their time and expertise.  
This enabled the PCC to bask in many complementary remarks received 
from visitors and congregation alike,  all of which are a real tribute to the 
hard work by Pauline, Sandra and Neil over the years.  Neil has promised 
to come to our working parties when he is able and in the meantime we 
wish him and Sandra a happy retirement with our grateful thanks for all 
their hard work. We look forward to seeing them from time to time in the 
future
 
Thanks to an introduction by Neil, we have been able to secure the ser-
vices of Burman’s Ground and Garden Services. Lucas Burman lived in 
Pulborough and was married in St. Mary’s so has an interest in the church 
although now living in Southwater.  We look forward to a successful rela-
tionship starting around the beginning of April in 2021.
 
As an aside, but while on the subject of the churchyard,  we are pleased to 
be able to report that once again the Parish Council continues to support 
our efforts to keep the churchyard in a neat and tidy condition by giving 
us a grant towards the cost involved.  The PCC is grateful that the Parish 
Council recognises the service that the church offers to the community by 
providing and maintaining this amenity for the benefit of all.  

Peter Gregory
Smile line....

Not comfortable
The vicar was praying for the sick and said: “We must remember Mrs 
Goodwin in our prayers. She recently had all her teeth taken out and a new 
gas stove put in.”
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4 Church Street
Godalming
Surrey GU7 1EH

T (01483) 860600

Residential

Surveys

Valuations

Architectural Services

Block Management

Leasehold Advice

Party Wall Awards

Expert Witness

Highly professional, totally honest and thoroughly independent

Commercial

Surveys 

Valuations

Schedules of Condition

Dilapidation Claims

Expert Witness

Rent Review

Block Management

(01483) 860535F
E mail@grillollp.com
W www.grillollp.com

St. Mary’s Christmas Bells
 Some may have wondered why we had just 3 bells on Christmas morning.  
Although we were in Tier 2,  a special dispensation was given to allow 
ringing on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  This, taking account of the 
2 m rule,  social bubbles, etc. allowed us to arrange four people to ring for 
the 8 pm and 10.30 am services respectively.  Unfortunately on Christmas 
Day itself one of our ringers, on her way in good time to ring,  came across 
a lady who had fallen over.  As a Good Samaritan she stopped and helped 
until the emergency services arrived by which time it was too late for her to 
join us. 

Disappointed as we were to only have 4 bells what better reason can there 
be for the shortcoming? 
 
Since then we are in Tier 4 and once more the bells are silenced.

Peter Gregory
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A Saint for January - St. Angela Merici
Helping children in need 

With international concern about the welfare of children, Angela is a good 
saint to remember. Not only did she herself survive a harsh childhood, but 
she went on to dedicate her own life to helping children in need.

Angela was born near Lake Garda, in Desenzano, where she was orphaned 
as a young child. The 1480s were hardly an easy time for orphaned girls, 
but somehow Angela survived to grow into her teens, when she became a 
Franciscan tertiary. However miserable her own childhood, Angela chose 
to let it work for good in her life: she decided to devote her own life to the 
education of poor girls. Girls!  This was a time when most of the men were 
illiterate!

But Angela was an audacious woman, and she had only just begun. She and 
some close companions set to work in the name of Christ, seeking out the 
poor families in their community. Angela taught the young girls all that she 
could, and prayed with them, assuring them that even they were precious 
in the eyes of their Creator.

All of which left the Roman Catholic Church badly baffled. What should 
they do with religious sisters who had taken no vows, still wore their lay 
clothes, and who, instead of walling themselves up in some nunnery to 
lead an enclosed life, spent their days in a decidedly mobile, highly visible 
fashion – out and about in community support?

It wasn’t until 1565, some 25 years AFTER Angela’s death, that the Church 
decided it approved of such work. By then the Ursuline nuns, as they were 
by then called, were going from strength to strength. They still flourish 
today, with some 2400 Ursuline Sisters in 27 provinces on six continents. 
They have been well described as ‘the oldest and most considerable teach-
ing order of women in the RC Church.’

It took nearly 300 years, but in 1807 the Roman Catholic Church decided 
that Angela, unveiled, unenclosed and unsupervised as she had been, had 
been a saint after all – and ‘made’ her one.
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Join us and become a member of the Friends of the South Downs. 
Our charity is dedicated to the protection and conservation of 

the South Downs.  
. Over 200 organised walks & strolls each year. Volunteering opportunities.  Updates on our work

For more details, please visit our website 
www.friendsofthesouthdowns.org.uk  or telephone 01798 875073 

Friends of the South Downs, 5 Swan Court, Station Road, Pulborough, West Sussex RH20 1RL

Protecting the beauty of the Downs

Family Run Local Retailer / Service Provider

SERVICE PROVIDER
Aerial/Satellite Custom Installer

Copying of VHS Tapes to DVD

RETAILER
Flat Panel TV’s
DAB/FM Radios

Freestanding/Built In 

REPAIR EXPERTS
TV, Audio, DVD Recorders
Lamps
Microwaves
Vaccum Cleaners
Cookers
Hobs

Call 01798 872237
West Sussex, RH20 1AH
Email: office@hamiltoncole.co.uk

www.hamiltoncole.co.uk

Clock Repairs 
Professional conservation, restoration, 

 repairs and servicing of 
 antique clocks in West Sussex. 

Stephen Jackman FBHI;
Post Grad Diploma, West Dean/BADA 

West Burton, Nr Pulborough,
01798 831286 
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News from Family Support Work
On behalf of FSW I would like to thank you all for your incredible 
generosity in providing Christmas food and toys for our families. We have 
been really moved by your support, such an outpouring of love, which has 
meant that we have been able to distribute really special hampers and 
presents to families over the Christmas period. 
I thought you might like to know that during December our practitoners 
worked incredibly hard to ensure our families were well looked after 
during December.
Last months’ work in numbers:

• 266 socially distanced visits and 208 phone support sessions 
 supporting 377 parents and 314 children
• 32 online supported meetings with other agencies
• 332 food deliveries made

Our families are very grateful for the support they receive from their prac-
titioner throughout the year but particularly over the Christmas period, 
below are just two comments received just before Christmas
 
“What can I say, wow! Totally unexpected and thank you so much. Lovely 
bits and treats for Christmas that I wouldn’t have been able to get.  You’ve 
really put a huge smile on my face. Merry Christmas “

“Thank you so much. I am very overwhelmed by the support I have had 
from your charity and the amazing presents that my children are going to 
wake up to on Christmas Day. Without your help things would have been 
so upsetting on Christmas morning. The food is very much appreciated. 
Thank you so much for making our Christmas - as a mother, Santa has 
come to me this year, and that’s your charity.”

Once again thank you for your 
continued support and everyone at 
FSW wish you all a safe New Year.

Alyson Heath
01798 873795
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St Mary’s Bells 100 Club 

The November and December draws for the St Mary’s 100 Club were made 
on Tuesday 9th December in St Mary’s Church by Tony Holloway.  

The results were as follows:-
November Draw
1st  Prize :    £100 -  Number  76 – Mr M Jackson 
2nd Prize :    £50   -  Number  27 – Miss  I O’Connell   
3rd Prizes ;   £10   -  Number  89 - Mr G White  
                                   Number  2    - Mrs J Durham-Shearer  
                                   Number  67 – Mrs J Walbridge 
                                   Number  52  - Mrs H Holloway   
                                   Number  12  - Mrs L Kaiser  
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December Draw 
1st  Prize :      £100 -   Number 69 - Mrs V Chapman 
2nd Prize :      £50   -   Number 87 – Mrs C Houston    
3rd Prizes ;     £10   -   Number 20 – Mrs G Harwood
                                -   Number 78 - Mr R Burne
                                -   Number 83 – Mr & Mrs Leeke 
                                -   Number 42 -  Felix Kaiser
                                -   Number 27 – Miss I O’Connell   
 Xmas  Bonus: £48  -  Number 73 – Mr I Maxwell  

                                
I would like to remind everyone that there are bells available for the 2021 
lottery starting in January.  The subscription for the year is £48.00 (£4.00 
per month) The monthly draw takes place on the first Monday of every 
month (corona virus permitting). Seven ‘bells’ are drawn: the first prize is 
£100, the second prize is £50 and in addition, there are five third prizes of 
£10. In December there is an additional prize of £48.00 which means that 
51% of the money raised is returned in prize money. By the end of the year, 
we will have awarded £2,448 in prizes and raised a similar amount for the 
bell tower and church, less a small amount for postage, stationery, and the 
lottery licence fee. 
On behalf of the 100 Bells committee, I would like to thank you for your 
support and wish everyone a happy and safe Christmas and good luck for 
the new year.  Please phone me if you require any further information.
Ian Cockburn Treasurer (01798 813102)

Smile line...
Disperse them
A young clergyman, fresh out of training, thought it would help him better 
understand the harsh realities his future congregations faced if he first took 
a job as a policeman for several months. He passed the physical examina-
tion; then came the oral exam to test his ability to act quickly and wisely in 
an emergency.  Among other questions he was asked, “What would you do 
to disperse a frenzied crowd?”
He thought for a moment and then said, “I would pass an offering plate.” 
He got the job.
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SOUTH DOWNS LIGHT 
RAILWAY

Wyevale Garden Centre, 
Stopham Road

Pulborough, RH20 1DS

Trains run between 11 a.m. and 
3.3o p.m. weekends, Bank Holidays

and Wednesdays in August 

Fares: Adults £1.50, Children £1

For special events and more
information visit www.sdlrs.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

     

 

 

All aspect of pest control
Rats, Mice, Moles, Wasps, Fleas, Cockroaches, etc.

All bird proo�ng installed

Fully insured      •      Family run

Contact Paul Ward

01798 869495  •  07883 072988

southdownspc@gmail.com

www.southdownspestcontrol.co.uk
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Quiz time

1. Put these Bond movies in order of release: The Living Daylights,  
 Die Another Day, Diamonds Are Forever, Moonraker
2. In descending order, put these countries in order of population:  
 Indonesia, Brazil, Bangladesh, Russia
3. In ascending order: Earl, Viscount, Baron, Marquess.
4. Put these Andrew Lloyd-Webber musicals in order they appeared  
 in London’s West End theatres: Aspects of Love, Cats, The Woman  
 in White, Sunset Boulevard
5. Put these British poets in the order they were born: Thomas Hardy,  
 Cecil Day-Lewis, Rudyard Kipling, William Wordsworth
6. Put these cities that have hosted the Summer or Winter Olympic  
 Games (since 2008) in chronological order: London, Beijing, Sochi,  
 Vancouver
7. In descending size: Isle of Wight, Isle of Skye, Isle of Man, Isle of  
 Anglesey
8. Put these football teams in descending order of the number of  
 times they have won the FA Cup: Tottenham Hotspur, Bolton 
 Wanderers, Blackburn Rovers, Arsenal
9. Put these sports venues in descending order of seating capacity:  
 Wembley Stadium, Twickenham, Melbourne Cricket Ground, Hard  
 Rock Stadium - (Hard Rock is in Miami, home to Miami Dolphins  
 NFL, and has hosted 6 Super Bowls finals).
10. Put these British newspapers in chronological order of the year  
 they first appeared: The Sun, The Times, Daily Mirror, The Daily  
 Telegraph
Answers on page 44

Smile line...
Order
Happy to visit his local pub before it closed again, a man found himself 
near two nuns. Eager to talk to anyone after weeks in Tier 3, he ventured: 
“What is your order?” (Meaning their religious community.)

The nuns happily replied: “Sausage and chips.”
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January Children’s page
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Fabric Report on St. Mary’s Church 2020
Since March church life has been thoroughly disrupted yet the building is 
still standing, the grass keeps growing and various items of work have to 
be undertaken so that when things settle down normal life will be able to 
resume, albeit altered in ways yet to be determined.
 
Our insurer, Ecclesiastical Insurance,  offer a great deal of advice, assistance 
and specimen forms concerned with the building and general mainte-
nance, safety and risk issues.  As part of this service, late last year we had a  
Risk Assessment Review with them.  Generally all was judged satisfactory 
with just a couple of exceptions.  One exception was their requirement for 
immediate action to remove vegetation growing on the North Aisle roof, 
and a large fern which had taken root on the old boiler chimney, work we 
had been putting off due to the difficulty of gaining access.  With the added 
impetus of the threat of our insurance being compromised we contacted a 
roped access contractor and the work was done by them early in the lock-
down period.

Apart from this, during the lockdown there was little activity on the build-
ing and fabric front.  However, our intrepid grasscutter was able to contin-
ue since he was working on his own. We are very grateful for the way the 
churchyard has been maintained throughout the whole of the year. 
 
With the easing of restrictions in July we were able to restart the monthly 
working parties.  Keeping socially distanced, work concentrated on exter-
nal items, in particular weeding the brick drainage channels , sweeping 
the paths, applying oil to the wooden Porch, West and Vestry doors and 
keeping the drainage gullies cleared. During this time we also had to carry 
out some work on the plumbing to bring the system up to the standards 
required by the Water Supply Regulations. This was carried out by Simon 
Banks as directed by Southern Water.  

Peter Gregory
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Glad’s Tidings

2020 has been a very difficult year for everyone but especially for some of our el-
derly residents, many of whom have not left their homes since the first lockdown 
in March. Regular clubs and activities, shopping trips and family visits have come 
to a halt, leaving many feeling isolated. For members of Pulborough Lunch Club 
and Wednesday Club, Wednesdays were the highlight of the week, giving an op-
portunity to share a home-cooked meal with friends and then get some mental or 
physical exercise playing cards, board games or short-mat bowls, or just catching 
up with news. Regular phone calls and letters have enabled club leaders to keep in 
touch with members, but it’s no substitute for meeting face-to-face.

One long-standing member, Glad Gent, passed away in July, just weeks before her 
100th birthday. “Glad was a lovely lady with a great sense of humour and a zest for 
life,” said Wednesday Club’s Rosemary Russell. “ She was loved by everyone and 
will be sadly missed. We were delighted when her son rang to tell us that Glad had 
left a generous bequest to both clubs and also to the Community Mini-bus associ-
ation, whose drivers and escorts enabled many members to get to the Village Hall 
each week.”

In normal times, this gift would have been used to provide an outing, some 
Christmas entertainment or other special treats. But these are far from normal 
times! So the clubs’ organisers put their heads together and decided to deliver 
Christmas hampers to all the members, as a way of sharing Glad’s generosity and 
bringing some festive cheer to all her friends. “With generous support from Tesco, 
Pulborough Flower Shop and Cocoa Loco, a group of us were able to put together 
50 bags of festive goodies,” said Liz Sollom of the Wednesday Club. “These were 
then delivered around Pulborough and surrounding villages, to the surprise and 
delight of everyone.”

The following comments from Jean Seagrim, founder of Pulborough and District 
Community Care Association, now its President and Lunch Club member, 
reflect the responses of all the other recipients.

“Ann and Louise turned up in the drive with pixie hats and a bag of Christ-
mas goodies  with a potted red rose and a card with Glad’s Tidings on the 
front and love and best wishes from all 7
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involved in the Lunch and Wednesday Clubs. I enjoyed attending the lunch 
club and they insisted I was on the list so I gratefully accepted. It must have 
taken them all a long time to sort and deliver but on a gloomy day it was 
so cheering and I shall always remember Gladys Gent who only missed her 
100th birthday by a few weeks.”

 

Bill Bewley a Pulborough Lunch Club member with his bag of 
Christmas goodies
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A Happy New Year 
Wherever you rung in the new year, at home in your bubble, with family 
and friends, or, more likely, just alone this year, you probably have a New 
Year’s tradition or two. Common traditions here in the UK, especially the 
further North you go, include singing “Auld Lang Syne” and taking “a wee 
dram” to greet the New Year.  
Around the world, cultures welcome the change of the calendar with 
unique New Year’s traditions of their own. 

In Spain, it is customary to eat 12 grapes – one at each stroke of the 
clock at midnight on New Year’s Eve. Each grape represents good luck for 
one month of the coming year. In bigger cities like Madrid and Barcelona, 
people gather in main squares to eat their grapes together and pass around 
bottles of cava. (They often slow down the bongs on TV to reduce the risk 
of people choking)

Colombia
In hopes of a travel-filled new year, residents of Colombia carry empty 
suitcases around the block. That’s one New Year’s tradition we could 
usefully adopt as it’s probably as far as we will go for a few months!

Residents of Denmark greet the New Year by throwing old plates and 
glasses against the doors of family and friends to banish bad spirits. They 
also stand on chairs and jump off of them together at midnight to “leap” 
into January in hopes of good luck. (Please don’t try this at home)

In Finland, people predict the coming year by casting molten tin into 
a container of water, then interpreting the shape the metal takes after 
hardening. A heart or ring means a wedding, while a ship predicts travel 
and a pig declares there will be plenty of food.

Panama.  To drive off evil spirits for a fresh New Year’s start, it is tradition 
to burn effigies (muñecos) of well-known people such as television 
characters and Panamanian political figures. The effigies are meant to 
represent the old year.  I don’t want to be controversial, but I bet we could 
all think of some politicians here who would fit the bill admirably!
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During Scotland’s New Year’s Eve celebration of Hogmanay, “first-
footing” is practiced across the country. The first person who crosses a 
threshold of a home in the New Year should carry a gift or a piece of coal 
for luck.  In some parts of the highlands and islands, people also hold 
bonfire ceremonies where people parade while swinging giant fireballs on 
poles, symbols of the sun, to purify the coming year.

In the Philippines, you’ll find discs scattered around on New Year’s Eve. 
These represent coins and symbolize prosperity in the coming year. Many 
families display piles of fruit on their dining tables and some eat 12 round 
fruits (grapes being the most common) at midnight. Many also wear polka 
dots for luck.

In Brazil, as well as other Central and South America countries like 
Ecuador, Bolivia, and Venezuela, it is thought to be lucky to wear special 
underwear on New Year’s Eve. The most popular colours are red, thought 
to bring love in the New Year, and yellow, thought to bring money.  

In Greece an onion is traditionally hung on the front door of homes on 
New Year’s Eve  as a symbol of rebirth.  On New Year’s Day, parents wake 
their children by tapping them on the head with the onion.

However you celebrated the New Year, or didn’t, let us all look forward 
with hope in our hearts and a spring in our step, and be grateful for all the 
kindnesses that many people have shown during the past difficult twelve 
months.  Now there’s a “tradition” worth adopting!

Michael Pioli
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Pulborough’s Roll of Honour: The Mariners
A few months ago I wrote about the hand written roll of honour in the 
church which commemorates sixty eight Pulborough men who lost their 
lives in the service of their country during the First World War. This month 
I’m sharing what I’ve found out about the six men who served in the Royal 
Navy:

• Albert Critcher Pvt, Royal Marine Light Infantry, H.M.S.Hogue 
Killed in North Sea Sept 1914

• Frank Pullen Seaman, Royal Navy Missing Oct 1918
• George Cochrane Seaman, Royal Navy Died at Devonport Hospital 

Oct 1918
• Frederick Thorpe Child, Leading Stoker, H.M.S. Castor Killed in the 

North Sea May 1916
• William Smith 1st Class Stoker, Royal Navy, H.M.S. Queen Mary 

Killed, Battle of Jutland May 1916
• George Glazier Able Seaman, H.M.S. Vanguard Killed July 1917

Albert Critcher was a marine serving on HMS 
Hogue.  She was an armoured cruiser and was sunk 
by the German submarine U-9, together with two 
of her sister ships, on 22 September 1914. Half of 
her crew of about 750 were lost.  Albert’s body was 
not recovered. He was born in Chobham in1894. 
In 1911 he was working as a butcher and living in 

Camberley, so what happened in the next three years to establish a link 
with Pulborough?

Frank Pullen was born in Storrington in 1889.  He 
enrolled in the Royal Naval Reserve in Littlehampton 
in 1910, giving his address as London Road Villas, 
Pulborough.  On October 4th, 1918, he was serving 
as an Acting Leading Signalman on the SS Erindring  
on a voyage from Santander to Glasgow with a cargo 
of iron ore.  His service record states on the 19th November, “that the SS 
Erindring is considerably overdue and is presumed to have been lost. In 
these circs (sic) Pullen, who was serving on board must for the present 
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be regarded as “missing”.”  Three months later the following was added, 
”Officially presumed to have lost his life on 5th October.” Although initially 
reported as missing, it later transpired that the ship was torpedoed and 
sunk by the German submarine U-91 northwest of San Sebastian in the 
Bay of Biscay. Records state 22 persons were lost and most of the names 
appear on the Mercantile Marine Memorial on Tower Hill, but as Frank 
was in the Reserve, he is remembered on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial.  
It would appear Frank was based in Glasgow at the time as that was the 
destination of the ship and it was the address of his widow, Harriet.

George Miller Cochrane was born in Lambourne, 
Berkshire, on 19th August 1900, but was living in Franklin 
Place, Chichester, (opposite the Festival Theatre) at the 
age of 7 months. His Irish father, William, was a publican, 
but by 1911 he was working as a coachman at what is now 
Avisford Park Hotel in Walberton, living in one of the gate 
lodges. At some point the family moved to Mill House, 
Codmore Hill.  George was an Ordinary Seaman, based at HMS Vivid, the 
land barracks at Devonport, Plymouth. Sadly, he died from a non-specified 
disease in the hospital there on 2nd October 1918.  His grave is in the 
churchyard at St Mary’s Church.

Frederick Child and William Smith were both 
stokers who died at the Battle of Jutland in May 
1916.  Frederick was a career sailor. He was born 
in Pulborough in April 1885. In 1901 (aged 15) 
he lived in Lower Street and was working with his 

father Arthur as a painter and plumber.  He joined the navy on his 18th 
birthday in 1903, signing up for 12 years, but was discharged in December 
with defective vision.  He rejoined in 1905 and changed ships 20 times, 
serving on 9 different vessels.  On 12th November 1915, after ten years 
of service, rising from stoker, 2nd class, to petty officer stoker, he was 
amongst the first crew of the brand-new light cruiser, HMS Castor.  He 
had just married Mary Mason. Six months later Castor fought in the Battle 
of Jutland, in which she was damaged by German gunfire and suffered 10 
casualties.  Sadly, Frederick was one of them and he was buried at sea.
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William George Smith was also a stoker, but had only 
joined the navy in 1913.  He was born in Rackham 
in November 1893 and in 1911 was living in Pigeons 
Gate, London Road and working as a farm labourer. 
He became part of the crew of HMS Queen Mary, the 
last battlecruiser built by the Royal Navy before the 
First World War, in September 1913.  On May 31st 
1916, at Jutland, she was hit by what may have been a combined salvo from 
Derfflinger and Seydlitz; she disintegrated when both forward magazines 
exploded, sinking with all but nine of her 1,275-man crew lost.  Like so 
many others, William’s body was never found but his name is recorded on 
the Portsmouth Naval Memorial.

George Glazier was serving on HMS Vanguard in 
1917.  She also participated in the Battle of Jutland,  but 
is better known for the disaster that befell her shortly 
before midnight on 9 July 1917 at Scapa Flow when 
Vanguard suffered a series of magazine explosions. She 
sank almost instantly, killing 843 of the 845 men aboard.  
The centenary of her loss was commemorated on 9 July 
2017: descendants of the crew laid 40 wreaths above her 
wreckage, Royal Navy divers placed a new Union Jack 

on the wreck, and Lyness Royal Naval Cemetery—where some of the crew 
were buried—held a wreath-laying ceremony.  George was born on West 
Thorney in 1901. His father Dick was a cowman and lived in Laburnham 
Cottage, Codmore Hill (Hill Barn Lane). George (a ‘farmboy’) joined the 
navy at the age of 15 in July 1916. He was described as “5’ 2”, 31½” chest, 
brown hair, blue eyes and a fresh complexion”.  His rank would have been 
“Boy 2nd class” and he was trained on HMS Impregnable at Devonport. He 
joined HMS Vanguard (Boy 1st Class) on 31st May 1917 but only 39 days 
later, hours after practising the routine for abandoning ship, George was 
lost. He was still only sixteen years old.

Andy Leese
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Lunches  
Paninis, soups, salads, 
toasties, jackets, daily 
specials…& loads more 

 

 

  Breakfasts  
  Freshly 

   made all 
day  

Great Coffee 

Afternoon teas…          
delicious cakes, biscuits and 
sweet treats ... 

46 Lower Street, Pulborough 

01798 875 890 

Respite, Short or Long
Term Nursing

24 hour Quality Care &
Attention by Quali�ed Sta�

Tel: 01798 342785
www.pcnh.co.uk

Fittleworth Road
Petworth

West Sussex  GU28 0HQ

Call 01798 875 488  
56 Lower Street 

Pulborough 
RH20 2BW 

  
We are a friendly village 

flower shop, with access to 
the very best flowers and a 

team of talented florists 
with a fresh and natural, 

country style 
 

Also gift ware, candles                                
& objects d’art 
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January in the Garden by The Old Sage

Happy New Year! So, we start it all over again….

The new year brings us all promises and hope. Now is time to plan what 
we will grow and do in our gardens while we wait for the weather to allow 
us to emerge from our winter exile. When the weather permits there is lots 
to busy yourself with, from checking for and repairing storm damage, to 
power washing the patio and furniture, there is also the winter pruning to 
finish and the compost to spread on the beds and many other things that 
will appear and require your attention as you stroll around your garden.

Remember to keep your bird feeders topped up but more importantly 
make sure the birds have access to water even if this means you must go 
and break the ice for them. If pots become waterlogged lay them on their 
side until you get a chance to repot them to prevent the damp and frost 
killing the plant and cracking the pot. 

While patrolling your domain you will start to spot the signs of spring. 
Snowdrops and crocuses have started emerging, I have even spotted the 
odd snowdrop and some early camelias in flower and a few confused rho-
dodendrons have already burst into bloom. This is the time of year when 
the evergreen shrubs shine, they dominate your eyeline to compensate for 
the lack of colour from deciduous plants.

So, while we wait in anticipation of the spring think of ways of increasing 
the enjoyment of your garden. Whether it be relocating garden furniture to 
get more benefit from the 
sun or shade, or just ways to reduce your 
maintenance workload. I find the best way to 
do this is to get someone else to do most 
of it for you!

Happy Gardening.
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The first man to get stopped for speeding…
It was 125 years ago, on 28th January 1896, that Walter Arnold of Kent 
became the first person in the world to be convicted of speeding. The speed 
limit was 2mph at the time, and a man carrying a red flag had to walk in 
front of the vehicle. But one day Mr Arnold took off at 8mph, without a 
flag bearer. He was chased by a policeman on a bicycle for five miles, ar-
rested, and fined one shilling.

Mr Arnold was four times over the rather modest 2mph limit in the streets 
of Paddock Wood, near Tunbridge Wells in Kent. To achieve this feat today, 
a driver in most towns or cities would have to be travelling at over 100mph, 
which is probably a bit excessive.

The speed limit was changed later that same year to 14mph, but there is no 
record of Mr Arnold getting his money back. Nor is there any evidence that 
he was endangering life and limb, which used to be the criterion: the 1832 
Stage Carriage Act introduced the offence of endangering someone’s safety 
by “furious driving”.

Just over 100 years later, the road safety charity Brake reports that male 
motorists are more than three times as likely as women to having driven at 
more than 100mph, because ‘boy racers’ believe they have more talent than 
the average driver. Police have caught one driver doing 120mph in a 20mph 
zone, another doing 152mph in a 30mph zone, and one doing an astonish-
ing 180mph on a motorway. As Edmund King, AA president, points out: 
“Generally men have riskier attitudes towards driving than their female 
counterparts.”

Smile line...
The team at the local fire station had assembled to hear their training 
officer discuss the behaviours of various kinds of fire. He began: “You pull 
up to a house and notice puffs of smoke coming from the eaves. But the 
windows are blackened out and there is little or no visible flame. What does 
this tell you?” he asked.
Hoping the men recognised signs of a possible ‘back draft’, a condition very 
dangerous to fire fighters, he heard instead: “It tells me I’ve got the right 
house.”
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Friendly, reliable Gardening service

• General Garden Maintenance • Grass Cu�ng
• Plan�ng • Minor Tree Work
• Landscaping • Garden Ligh�ng

Mobile: 0785 2299204     •     Telephone: 01798 872515
E-mail: peter.varga@gardenrevolu�on.co.uk

Website: www.gardenrevolu�on.co.uk

Martin Z Chalcraft 
   Carpenter & Joiner 

established since 1981 

Cut & Pitch Roofing
Kitchens
Wardrobes & 
Cupboards
Windows & Doors 
Staircases
Bespoke Joinery

01798 874233 
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Struggling towards relinquishment

During lockdown the little Methodist chapel to which Pen and I belong has 
been refurbished.

After the builders left, we started putting things straight, and were stunned 
to realise how much stuff we had. Old hymns books. A broken communion 
set. Paper and defunct pens, stickers and dried glue from Messy Church. 
Wonky plastic chairs. A portable font. A cassette player. A communion jug 
from 1864. A spare organ stool. Endless vases. A handsome, heavily carved 
table that had been donated in memory of someone no one can remember. 
Not all of it useless, but none of it needed. I didn’t win every discussion, but 
we filled a skip.

Adaptation is the motor of evolution. If we are encumbered with objects – 
and habits and old stories – we will be less able to change. Churches should 
not be museums.

Much of the problem arises from sentiment. My grandparents were world 
travellers, mainly in India and the Far East, and my childhood home was 
filled with trinkets. But one man’s heirloom is another’s junk, and over the 
course of the decades I have ditched most of the stuff that dogged my steps. 
If you value things for their sentimental value, rather than their intrinsic 
utility or beauty, your heirs will sigh as they open your attic.

This is where relinquishment comes in.

Relinquishment empowers love and generosity. You’d have thought the 
more you have the easier it is to give. In fact, the less you have, the more 
lightly you sit to everything. This is the principle of the Widow’s Mite; 
those who have relinquished much are more often willing to share.

Relinquishment is the starting point for spiritual growth. What if we’ve 
been missing the chance to discover not only who we could have been, 
but who we at heart really are? What if the nothing we brought and 
leave with is precisely our birth-right, an instrument of spiritual power?                       
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If we remove the possessions and commitments that form our armour, our 
true selves can emerge.

And, once your mother’s ancient sideboard has finally gone, you can break 
out the vacuum cleaner.

Learn how to sit light to stuff by reading Pen Wilcock’s new book, Relin-
quishment: Making Space for What Really Matters, available from Amazon 
in paperback and ebook.

Tony Collins has worked for most of  his life as a publisher. 

Smile line...

When the minister announced the first hymn on Zoom, “Ten thousand 
times ten thousand!” the little boy turned anxiously to his father. “Does he 
want us to work that out?”
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News from Pulborough Community Wardens
Well Happy New Year to everyone and let’s hope we see a better 2021.  We 
are still here to help and support the community so please do let us know if 
you, or someone you know needs some help.  

We’re noticing the usual potholes reappearing in the same places so please 
do take a photo of them and report them to West Sussex County Council.  
You can do this online at https://love.westsussex.gov.uk/reports/home 
or by calling on 01243 777100.  If you see a street light out then please let 
SSE know by calling 0800 048 2435 or visit www.lightsoninwestsussex.
co.uk to report online.  
Don’t forget that West Sussex County Council has its Covid support hub 
open if you can’t get hold of us and you can call them on 0330 222 7980.  
The NHS volunteers are also offering support and their number is 0808 
196 3646.  
We really look forward to being able to get back to some sort of normality 
as we move into the year but in the meantime, stay safe!!  
Vanessa and Carol  Pulborough.wardens@horsham.gov.uk 07584 
337475/6

Pulborough Voluntary Litter Pickers
Terry and Kate would like to thank everyone who has helped them for the 
last two years.
In that time they have collected approximately 160 black sacks of rubbish 
from around Pulborough village, which must make a difference to the look 
of the area.
They are always looking for new volunteers. 
They meet on the 1st Sunday of every month from 10.00am- 12 Noon 
starting at 3 Aston Rise Pulborough. Please contact Kate and Terry if you 
would like to join their happy band of litter pickers. Telephone 01798-
873252
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News from Pulborough Parish Council

On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to wish everyone a Happy 
New Year. Although we have entered the new year with lockdown imposed, 
we are still operating parish council business through Zoom style meet-
ings. The parish council office remains closed but we are responding to 
email and phone calls.

A key objective for us this year is to get our Neighbourhood Plan to 
referendum, achieve a positive result and thereby facilitate getting it 
“made”. Right now, it is at Horsham District Council consultation stage. 
Although we have completed our own Pulborough local consultation, you 
can still submit comments to the District Council until the 13th January 
deadline.

We will also be looking to support green initiatives during 2021. As a start, 
I would like to mention the new recycling initiative at Dykes Farm Shop. 
Sussex Greener Living has arranged for single use plastic recycling bins to 
be located there. This facility guarantees that single use plastic items will 
be recycled. A full list of items that can be recycled can be found at www.
sussexgreenliving.co.uk 

Finally, I would like to mention both Sussex Clubs for Young People and 
especially Pulborough Youth Club for the tremendous support which they 
have provided to young people in our community throughout the chal-
lenges of 2020. They continue to provide excellent support individually and 
a range of local activities. They can be found at  https://sussexcyp.org.uk/
clubs/ 

Ian Hare. - Chairman of  Pulborough Parish Council

Smile line...
Left behind
Shortly after the funeral of a local wealthy man, two friends were discuss-
ing the Will. “How much did he leave?” wondered one.  His friend thought 
a moment, and ventured: “Well, I suppose, everything!”
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Quiz answers
1 Diamonds Are Forever (1971), Moonraker (1979), The Living Day 
 lights (1987), Die Another Day (2002)
2 Indonesia (265m), Brazil (210m), Bangladesh (162m), Russia  
 (145m) (Note - Russia has just over half the population of 
 Indonesia)
3  Baron, Viscount, Earl, Marquess.
4 Cats (1981), Aspects of Love (1989), Sunset Boulevard (1993), 
 The Woman in White (2004)
5 William Wordsworth (1770–1850), Thomas Hardy (1840-1928),  
 Rudyard Kipling (1865–1936), Cecil Day-Lewis (1904–1972)
6 Beijing (2008), Vancouver (2010), London (2012), Sochi (2014)
7 Isle of Skye (639 sq mi), Isle of Anglesey (276 sq mi), Isle of Man  
 (221 sq mi), Isle of Wight (148 sq mi)
8 Arsenal (14), Tottenham Hotspur (8), Blackburn Rovers (6), 
 Bolton Wanderers (4)
9 Melbourne Cricket Ground (100,000), Wembley Stadium (90,0000,  
 Twickenham Stadium (82,000), Hard Rock Stadium (66.000)
10 The Times (1785), The Daily Telegraph (1855), Daily Mirror  
 (1903), The Sun (1964)
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Open that window

Here is an easy resolution for the New Year: open your windows at home 
for ‘short sharp bursts’ of 10 to 15 minutes at a time, several times a day.

The government’s public information campaign says that regular fresh air 
can cut the risk of Covid transmission by more than 70 per cent.

So, either leave a window open a small amount continuously, or open it ful-
ly on a regular basis throughout the day, especially if anyone has come to 
visit you in your home. Coronavirus is spread through the air by droplets 
and smaller particles known as aerosols.  They can hang in the air for hours 
and they build up over time.

Always remember to close all windows if you leave your house and last 
thing at night.



46 - Pulborough Community News

St. Mary’s Church Cook Book
The Cook book definitely became the number No 1 seller in December 
with over 250 copies being sold.  We still have copies available and it 
makes an ideal gift or special addition to your Cookery book collection. 
To order further copies please contact Ann Kaiser 872819 or Toni Hayes 
873683 or Alyson Heath 873795  Copies are ‘£8 or 800pence for our St. 
Mary’s 800 Appeal’!. We are very grateful to Comyn & James who have 
generously sponsored the Cook Book

Pulborough Neighboroughhood Plan
If you submitted a response to Pulborough Parish Council that response is 
not automatically sent on the Horsham District Council.
As the next stage of the consultation progresses it is important that you 
now send your submission to Horsham District Council as soon as possi-
ble as the consultation closes on the 13th January, 2021

Billingshurst Re-cycling Facility
You may have read or heard that the excellent re-cycling facility at 
Billingshurst is in danger of closure.  Please click on to the links below to 
register your support of this much-needed local amenity.
Web link to article in County Times  https://www.wscountytimes.co.uk/
news/people/thousands-sign-petition-stop-billingshurst-tip-
closure-3084732  Online petition
https://www.horshamlibdems.org.uk/savethetip

Smile line...
A vicar and his wife were going out for the evening, and carefully set the 
security lights and put the cat out. But when they opened the door to go 
to the taxi, the cat slipped back in and disappeared upstairs. Irritated, the 
vicar followed it.
The wife waited with the taxi driver. Not wanting him to know that they 
were leaving the parsonage empty, she said: “My husband is just upstairs 
for a quick word with my mother.”
A few minutes later, the husband arrived, breathless. “Sorry I took so long” 
he said, “but she put up a fight! Stupid old thing was hiding under the bed 
and I had to poke her with a coat hanger and grab her by the scruff of the 
neck to get her out.”
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Why parking your car is getting more difficult
Have you noticed that it is getting harder to park your car? And that when 
you finally do get parked, you can barely get the door open enough to 
squeeze out?

It is not your fault.  Modern cars have grown so big that many drivers now 
have as little as 21cm of room to spare in a parking space.

A recent study has found that the country’s most popular cars are as much 
as 55 per cent larger than they were in the Seventies, while the standard 
parking space has not grown at all.  No surprise, then, that millions of driv-
ers scrape their cars each year trying to park in cramped spaces.

The biggest grower is the Mini Hatch, which is now 55 per cent bigger and 
takes up to 22 per cent more of a parking space that the original did, back 
in 1959. The Honda Civic of today is 1.8m wide, an increase of 44 per cent. 
It now takes up nearly three quarters of a standard parking bay.

CarGurus, who carried out the research, has urged the authorities to up-
date the guidelines for parking bays. The current size of a parking bay is 
2.4m by 4.8m, and has not changed in 50 years.

Pulborough Garden Society AGM – Postponed
Hello to all Garden Society Members!
As you may already have guessed, following a discussion with each mem-
ber of the committee, it was decided that we should postpone the AGM 
(due to take place on Tuesday 26th January 2021) until at least March 2021. 
This of course includes the meeting due to be held on Tuesday 23rd Febru-
ary 2021.

We had hoped at one point that this wouldn’t be necessary but things 
haven’t turned out that way! We will let you know as soon as we have some 
better news, meanwhile, Spring is on its way and green shoots are appear-
ing so keep safe and I look forward to giving you some better news very 
soon.
Best wishes, Sue and all the committee
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Doing housework can help you live longer

If you spend half an hour a day tidying the house, going up and down your 
stairs, and doing household chores, you are reducing the risk of an early 
death.

So says recent guidance from the World Health Organisation, as it urges 
people to maintain regular moderate exercise on a daily basis, of up to at 
least 150 minutes a week. It also recommends vigorous exercise of at least 
75 minutes a week.

The WHO recommendation was published in the British Journal of Sports 
Medicine, and is part of the new global guidelines on physical activity.

WHO also warned that those who stay sedentary for 10 or more hours on a 
regular basis will have a “significantly heightened risk of death.”
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The coming of the railway transformed Pulborough.

It allowed Pulborough people to travel more rapidly and further than be-
fore for work or pleasure. Visiting the great exhibition at Crystal Palace was 
possible and many girls left the area to go into service in London, only to 
return on family visits and perhaps after they were married.

Pulborough commerce and commuting to work grew, increasing the pop-
ulation of the village and with it new housing and shops – looking along 
Lower Street and London Road today shows many of the changes that took 
place over the first 50 years of the railway in Pulborough.

While the railway drove growth it also led to the closure of the Wey-Arun 
canal and the related businesses and employment in lime burning and of 
the lightermen.

How long did it take to get to London?
In 1859 it could take over 2 hours to get to London. Now it takes about 75 
minutes. The fastest train to serve Pulborough was the 18.18 from Victoria 
– with only 1 stop at Horsham, it arrived Pulborough in 61 minutes!

How much did it cost to get to London?
In 1859 the first class single fare to London was about 50 pence. Now the 
same journey to London would cost over £39!

How many accidents have there been on the line?
Fortunately very few. In 1859 an unmanned train ran away from Petworth 
station and was stopped at Horsham. It had by then a lot of smashed level 
crossing gates on the front of it! 

Then in 1963 a train in platform 3 at Pulborough ran backwards through 
the buffers and ended up in the road.

Why was it called the Mid Sussex line?
We do not know why, other that the company that built the railway was 
called the Mid-Sussex Railway Company who had ambitions for the rail 
network of the whole area. Now it is called the Arun Valley Railway Line, 
since so much of it follows the line of the River Arun from Pulborough to 
the coast.
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How many people use the station in modern times?
In 2018/9 nearly 400,000 journeys were made from the station.

Who owns the station?
Before privatisation the railway company (eg Southern Railway) owned 
the station, track and signalling infrastructure. Since privatisation in 
1990’s Network Rail own the station, track and signalling, while Govia/
Thameslink operate the rail service as a franchise.

When was colour light signalling introduced?
Colour light signalling was introduced in 2014. It is operated from the 
Three Bridges Signalling Centre whch made the Pulborough signal box 
redundant.

When was the line electrified and steam stopped?
The line through Pulborough was electrified in July 1938 and electric trains 
started to operate the passenger service to London, Bognor and Ports-
mouth. Steam locomotives continued to operate the service to Midhurst 
and Petersfield, until that line was closed in 1955. Steam locomotives were 
also used for freight services until they finished in the mid 60s.

Why was the line to Petersfield closed ?
In the 1950’s  many lines had become uneconomic due to the growth in 
road transport and car ownership – the line from Petersfield to Pulborough 
was then finally closed in 1955. This predated the 1960’s Beeching report 
that recommended the closure other Sussex lines.

How many trains stop at Pulborough each day?
In 1859 there were 5 trains daily in each direction, with 2 on Sundays. 
Now there are 4 trains an hour – 2 to Victoria and 2 to Bognor. There is an 
enhanced service in the peak hours.

What differences are there in the station area now compared to 100 years ago?
There are many differences – 100 years ago there were water cranes on the 
platforms for steam trains to take water, as well as a turntable. There was a 
water tank on the west side of the station, with an extensive goods yard to 
the south of the station. The water cranes have gone, as has the water tower 
and turntable. The goods yard is now the upper car park. There is no track 
at what was platform 3. 



What is the future for the station?
With the recognition that fossil fuels will go and the increased automation 
of all transport systems for safety and economy, the railways will become 
more critical to long distance travel. 

At the same time the legacy of the historic station will become an increas-
ing attraction in its own right to be key part of any visitors memory of 
Historic Pulborough and the start of the WildArt trail.

The station was built in 1859 (0ver 160 years ago) as part of the 
Horsham to Petworth line,  by the Mid Sussex Railway Company as 

part of the “Railway Mania” of the mid 1800’s.

From the Editor - Ann Kaiser

I did think January might be a challenge but not as much as it has been! 
Moving house, finding a new office space, coping with a tempremental 
photocopier and having the challenge of a new computer programme. 
But here we are, the January edition, slightly delayed but ready to go.  My 
very grateful thanks go to Nigel Frey who has been very patient with me 
as I learnt how to use Indesign and to Apple Office Equipment who have 
supplied all the printing this month.  Thanks go to all our advertisers, 
both existing and new without whom we would be unable to finance the        
magazine.  Finally thank you to all our deliverers and to you our readers.

Do keep safe and well and here is to an improving and positive 2021.


